
 
Mill and the grading of punishments 
 
According to "Mill's Doctrine" only actions that are harmful to others should be classified as 
punishable by law. Several teorists have critisized this position by claiming that the doctrine 
provides an unacceptable narrow basis basis on which to establish a grading of punishments. 
The purpose of this paper is critically to discuss this criticism as well as more recent attempts 
to avoid the grading objection. 
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